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How China Foundation plays a key role in
the development of Academia Sinica?

Fan-sen Wang, Vice President of Academia Sinica
PR RBRE 30
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» The concept of “Foundation” was
unprecedented in China. The scale of the
China Foundation was similar to a
median- sized bank at the time, it had
significant influence on society.
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» Major disciplines funded

 Science Application (Agriculture, Engineering,
Medicine)

e Science Education
e Science Research



> RAA 3w
The Main Focus of Funding
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The Foundation has always been
supportive to the research of pure science
(special attention has been drawn to

sciences with indigenous advantage such
as Geology and Biology)
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1. Arguments over the focuses of funding

advanced vs. popularized
international vs. indigenous

science is a integral whole vs. only applied
science
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2. Opposition and the criticism of the
China Foundation being a “black
screen”

-- what were the oppositions?



Research institution’s budget could barely
cover essential activities, and providing extra
subsidies for research activities would have
further strained its budget, if without the

support of the China Foundation and other
related funds.
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» Cases funded by the China Foundation

1. Established “Research Professorship” at various universities

2. Academia Sinica (continuous support to Inst. of History
and Philology and Inst. of Sociology; short-term subsidies
for Inst. of Physics and Inst. of Meteorology; CS500,000
for construction and equipment purchase)

3. The revival of Peita (a subsidy of $200,000 per year )

4. Research facilities (library facilities included )

5. Editing and translation projects
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The China Foundation and Academia Sinica

——The subsidization covers a wide
spectrum of research
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» Institute of History and Philology as an example
(it also receives funding from the British Boxer indemnity fund)

Ssu-nien Fu:
e publication of the archeology reports depend mostly on the

subsidies provided by the Foundation
e All of these undertakings could not be afforded by the

institute’s budget

1. Archeology
e collaboration and unpleasantness with the Freer Gallery

e Academic Nationalism 10
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2. Linguistics

e purchase of recording apparatus

e linguistic survey of China

e preparation of “Sound Library”

12
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3. A RFRF

3. Devices for Ethnology

14
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5. Subsidization for personnel (benefits
the whole institute)

)

16
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» Examples of subsidization after Academia
Sinica’s reestablishment in Taiwan

1. Research Professorships

(1) The Hu Shih Memorial Chairs: funding is granted to a
selected chair each year (it is still up and running)

(2) Research Professorships in the Institute of History and
Philology (period of subsidization: 1966-2003) 23
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2. Project Grants

(1) The Institute of History and Philology — The institute’s restoration and the
program for a systematic general history of China

(2) Hu Shih Memorial Hall

(3) Institute of Modern History - Project on Modern History of China

(4) Institute of History and Philology — Project on Ancient History of China

(5) Institute of Molecular Biology - X-ray Crystallography Project

(6) Institute of Biomedical Sciences — Medical Oncology Program

(7) Biological Research Center - Project on Recombinant DNA >
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3. The Institute of Botany of Academia
Sinica — The Fan Memorial Institute of
the Biology Endowment Fund

The fund is under the permanent custody of
the Foundation. From 1967 on till now,
income from the Fund has been subsidized
exclusively for the Institute of Botany.

25
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» Provide funding as well as set up standards
for the academics

e The China Foundation has set up standards (quotation from Tsui-
hua Yang’s book “We just have to look at the biology in China before
the Foundation extended a helping hand to it when it was not
separated from the out-of-date concept of boa-wu-ke as one
undifferentiated course of teaching”)

e |t is a Signaling System, to signify what kind of knowledge is

“modern”, “on the frontier” and “scientific” -
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» Conclusion

1.

The China Foundation outlives other Boxer
indemnity funds due to its leadership’s well
planned organization and funding system

e In 1926, Hu Shih said: | have witnessed the tragedy and
the scandals of the struggle by many people to get

monies from the remissions of the Boxer Indemnity. | am
sad and angry.

(quotation from page 212 of Tsui-hua Yang’s book) -
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Coast to coast, border to an ss the
blue Pacific to Hawaii speed United’s giant DC-6
Mainliner — capable of carrying passen-
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gers and nearly three tons of cargo at better than a
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five miles a minute and offering un
comfort and luxury aloft.

CA-598
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2. The interesting relationship between

the Foundation and its grantees

30



Liaison between the Foundation and its grantees:
the role of the Foundation resembles a cue ball, its
funding allocation system provides resources to all
kinds of grantees, and thus enables fulfillment of
research projects, enhancement of education
system and improvement of management.
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3. | sincerely hope that the China Foundation

continues to flourish and prosper.
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